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Kodak’s first folding camera was 
introduced in 1890. 


[1884 | ® The business was changed from a partnership to a $200,000 corpor 
with 14 shareholders when the Eastman Dry Plate and Film Com, 
was formed. Henry A. Strong was president and Eastman was treasurer. 

® Eastman Negative Paper was introduced; it consisted of a light-sensitive e 


sion on paper which, after development, was made transparent enough for printin 
treating it with hot castor oil. 


[1885 | ® Eastman and William H. Walker, an associate, invented a roll h 
1885 “ 2 p : : 
for negative papers. The device made it possible to use negative pap 
rolls with standard plate cameras. It formed the beginning of a revolution in photogra 
@ Later in 1885, Eastman American Film was announced. In contrast to the r 
tive paper, this was a stripping film, which used paper only as a temporary suppor 
the emulsion. The paper was stripped off after development, leaving a thin film neg: 
which was then mounted on glass or thick gelatine to use in making prints. 
e The company opened a wholesale office in London, England. This marked 
beginning of a basic Eastman business principle—international distribution. K« 
products are now sold in virtually every country and territory of the free world. 


® George Eastman became one of the first American industrialist 
1886 : Et oh : : eee 
employ a full-time research scientist. He hired a chemist to aid in 


development of a flexible, transparent film base. 


zk ® The name “‘Kodak”’ was born. Eastman was in search of a distin 
trademark. He wanted a short word that could be spelled and pronou 
easily in any language. The letter ““K”’ was a favorite of his. After considering a 
number of letter combinations involving words starting and ending with “K,”’ East 
chose the name ‘‘Kodak.”’ 

® The Number One Kodak Camera was placed on the market. Loaded with en 
Eastman American Film for 100 pictures, it sold for $25. The camera and exposed 
were returned to Rochester to have the film developed, prints made, and the ca: 
reloaded —all for $10. This was the beginning of the ‘“‘complete system of photograp 
Widespread publicity appeared in national magazines, and Eastman coined a sloga 
his new system: ‘“You press the button—we do the rest.” 


1889 ©® The first commercial transparent roll film, perfected by Eastman 
his research chemist, was put on the market. Using a flexible base o: 
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A complete processing and printing service 
was offered to customers. 


1894 @ William G. Stuber, a professional photographer and dry-plate ma 
was hired by the company to direct emulsion making. In later ye 


Mr. Stuber became president and chairman of the board. 


[1895 | e The Pocket Kodak Camera was announced, the first to be made, in p 
of aluminum. It utilized roll film and incorporated a little win 


through which positioning numbers for successive exposures could be read. 


| 1896 | ® One year after the discovery of x-rays by Wilhelm Conrad Roent; 
Eastman Kodak Company entered into an agreement to supply pil. 
and paper for the new process. 

® Kodak marketed the first film especially coated for motion-picture posi 
prints. Previously, film used for motion-picture negatives and positives had been 


same as that used in Kodak still cameras. 
® Sales offices were established in Germany. 


1897 e Kodak established a wholly owned subsidiary Eastman Kodak S.£ 
—replacing the Eastman Photo Materials Co. branch which had | 
opened in 1891. 


[1898 | ® Kodak marketed what is considered the ancestor of all modern roll- 
cameras—the Folding Pocket Kodak Camera. The camera was only 
inches thick and 614 inches long. It produced a negative 214 by 314 inches, and 
remained the standard size for decades. The Folding Pocket Kodak Camera also was 

first camera with an all-metal case. 
e The suggestion system was begun. Since then, more than 370,000 suggest 
have been adopted and their originators have received more than $7 million in awa 
® The American and British companies were consolidated as Kodak Limited, v 
a capitalization of £1.6 million (nearly $7.8 million). 


® Frank Lovejoy, a young chemical engineer hired in 1897, directed 
development of a continuous wheel process for manufacturing transpai 
film base. Since 1889, the film had been made on long plate-glass tables. The new d: 
system made it possible to manufacture film continuously, permitting substantial } 
in production costs. The system proved especially significant to the infant mot 
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In its early days, Tennessee Eastman used 
timber to produce wood alcohol. 


[1911 | ® The company’s Blair Camera factory on St. Paul Street, Rochester, v 
renamed the Hawk-Eye Works. In 1912, a department for the study a 
design of optics was established there. Today, Hawk-Eye is Kodak’s optical plant, wh 
lenses and a variety of optical-mechanical equipment are made. In fact, about 
million lenses a month are ground and polished at the Hawk-Eye Works on machir 
especially designed by Kodak engineers. 

@ Eastman created a benefit, accident, and pension fund for employees. T 
company’s first safety committee was organized to study accident prevention. T 
result has been an intensive, continuing program that has reduced on-the-job accider 


[ 1912 | ® Dr. C. E. Kenneth Mees, a British scientist prominent in the pho 
graphic field, was hired by George Eastman to organize and head 
research laboratory in Rochester. This laboratory was one of the first formal reseai 
units in American industry and became a keystone in the company’s growth. | 
Mees directed the company’s research program until his retirement in 1955. T 
company now devotes tens of millions of dollars annually to its extensive research a 
development programs. 

® Kodak employees received their first wage dividend—a payment designed 
reward them for their contributions to the company’s growth. This payment is rela 
to the amount of dividends declared on the common stock and to each employee’s | 
mulative earnings during the previous five years. Awage dividend has been paid annuz 
(except the Depression year of 1934) since its inception. 


[1913 | ® Professional photographers no longer had to use cumbersome gl 
plates. The introduction of Eastman Portrait Film began a transition 
the use of sheet film. 

® A specially wrapped dental x-ray film was placed on the market. 


| 1914 | ® Kodak made one of its many contributions to the Allied effort in Wo 
War I when it manufactured single-coated x-ray film with a flexi 
cellulose nitrate base and an emulsion of greater sensitivity. 

® The first autographic cameras and films were introduced. They allowed — 
photographer to write identifying information on the film at the time he took a pict 

® Company medical services were expanded into a full medical department. 

@ A sixteen-story office building was completed at the company’s present admit 


trative headquarters, 343 State Street, Rochester. Three more stories were added in 19 
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This early microfilmer was a 
forerunner of the modern 
Recordak business systems. 


® Eastman Kodak introduced the first x-ray film with a nonflammalk 
cellulose acetate base. 


® George Eastman became chairman of the board of directors; Williz 
G. Stuber was elected president. 


© Kodak installed a 16mm processing laboratory in each of three Cuna 
liners on around-the-world cruises. On-the-spot processing service w 
offered to tourists on the ships. 

@ The company introduced a film specifically designed for duplicating prof 
sional motion-picture negatives. 


1927 @ Eastman Kodak Company’s European operations continued to expar 
They now included a factory in Kopenick, Germany, which mar 
factured sensitized films and papers. The Kopenick plant remained a part of Koda 
German organization—Kodak A.G.—until it was lost in the division of Germa 
after World War II. 

® A merger of Pathé and Eastman interests in France resulted in the formation 
Kodak-Pathé, a photographic manufacturing company that now employs about 8,( 
men and women. 

® Kodak employment throughout the world passed the 20,000 mark. 


® Motion pictures in color became a reality for amateur cinematograph 
with the introduction of 16mm Kodacolor Film. This was not Koda 
first color process. A two-color subtractive process for portraiture had been developed 
1914; work on it continued until the advent, in 1935, of Kodachrome Film. 

® Retirement annuity, life insurance, and disability benefit programs were est: 
lished for Kodak men and women. 

® Recordak microfilming equipment, devised by George L. McCarthy and ma: 
factured by Kodak, was introduced by the Recordak Corporation, a newly forn 
subsidiary of the Eastman Kodak Company. The first microfilm system was desig 
to simplify bank records, but today its highly sophisticated descendants are widely u: 
by department stores, insurance companies, libraries, government agencies, and indust 


® Eastman Kodak Company continued to keep pace with the burgeon’ 
motion-picture industry. With the end of the silent movie era, the cc 
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George Eastman’s home is now a 
world-famous photographic museum. 


[1932 | ® The first amateur motion-picture film, cameras, and projectors in 
8mm size were introduced. 


® Tennessee Eastman began production of its first plastic—Tenite acetate. 
cellulose acetate molding composition. Tenite butyrate was introduced in 1938. Bc 
types of plastic are characterized by toughness, high impact strength, resilien 
pleasant feel, natural luster, and an endless variety of chip-proof colors. Tenite acet: 
is used in such articles as toys, Christmas decorations, and housewares. Tenite butyr: 
is used where greater resistance to impact and outdoor exposure is desired. It is found 
steering wheels, gun stocks, toothbrush handles, and radio housings. In 1957, Ten 
propionate was produced by Tennessee Eastman. This material has even greater imp: 
strength and is used in the manufacture of such items as cosmetic cases, telephones, 
and pencil barrels, and frames for sunglasses. 

® George Eastman died. He left his entire residual estate to the University 
Rochester. In 1949, his Rochester home was opened as an independent public muse 
—The George Eastman House of Photography. 


[1933 | ® Kodak marketed its first panchromatic roll films, Kodak Super Ser 
tive Panchromatic Film and Kodak Panatomic Film. 

® The Cine-Kodak Special (16mm) Camera, designed for advanced amateur a 
professional cinematography, was announced. With improvements, this camera 
mained Kodak’s best 16mm motion-picture camera until 1961 when the Kodak Ref 
Special (16mm) Camera was introduced. 

e Eastman Kodak and Western Electric announced a high-speed camera synch 
nized with an electric timer. The camera recorded rapid motion in terms of 1/1,0' 
second timer intervals. Developed as an industrial tool, the camera and timer mad: 
possible for engineers to analyze and solve high-speed mechanical problems. 

® Recordak introduced the first automatic microfilmer. The film moved in s' 
chronization with documents fed over a revolving drum, making it possible to microf 
documents of unlimited length. 


[ 1934 | @ Kodak and General Mills began a joint research program on molecu 
distillation, based on earlier Kodak research. This venture led to the forr 
tion, in 1938, of Distillation Products, Incorporated—a manufacturer of vitamin c 
centrates and vacuum distillation equipment. Kodak purchased General Mills’ inter 


in the Rochester corporation in 1948 and, the following year, made it the Distillat 
Products Industries division. Today, DPI employs about 350 persons. It manufactu 
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Kodak-developed ‘‘V-Mail’”’ was a 
familiar sight during World War IT. 


@ Eastman Kodak Company began a program of annual fellowship grants 
colleges and universities throughout the nation. In 1955, a plan was added to prov 
grants to privately supported U.S. colleges and universities whose graduates ; 
employed by the company. Contributions totaled about $4.2 million in 1966. 


| 1940 ® With interest in 35mm amateur photography growing steadily, Kod 


marketed the versatile Ektra Camera. This precision still camera hac 
shutter-speed range from one to 1/1,000th of a second. Its interchangeable magaz: 
back permitted any one of eight different Kodak films to be used in the camera. | 


different lenses could be used interchangeably. 


[1941 | ® Production of Kodak rare-earth glass was announced. This new ty 
of glass, made from rare earths rather than from sand, had greater lig 
bending power and less color dispersion than the standard glasses. 

@ Airgraph or “‘V-Mail,” developed by Kodak Limited and the Eastman Koc 
Company, was a system for microfilming letters to conserve shipping space. It v 
adopted for overseas communication by the British in this year, and by the U 
armed forces in 1942. 

e Color prints and enlargements from amateur and professional Kodachrome sli 
became available for the first time. They were made on a white-pigmented cellul 
acetate base and became known as Minicolor Prints. 

® Thomas J. Hargrave succeeded to the presidency of Eastman Kodak Compa 
when Frank Lovejoy was elected chairman of the board. Hargrave, an attorney, | 
previously been head of the company’s legal department and also had served as vi 
president and secretary. He had joined Kodak in 1927. 


[1942 | ® Kodacolor Film, a color negative film, was announced. This easy-to-1 
color film and a new paper for color prints made it possible to take co 
snapshots with simple, low-priced cameras. An improved dual-purpose Kodacolor F: 
for either indoor or outdoor use was marketed in 1956. 

® Eastman Kodak’s Rochester plants were awarded the Army-Navy “‘E”’ for hi 
achievement in the production of military equipment. Kodak war production in Ros 
ester included proximity fuses, range finders, several kinds of aerial photograp 
film and equipment, and literally millions of feet of film and photographic paper for 1 
armed forces. Tennessee Eastman Company produced RDX, a high explosive, at 1 
government’s Holston Ordnance Works in Kingsport. From 1943 to 1947 Tennes 
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This ‘‘Oscar’”’ — 
one of several 
awarded to 
Kodak— 
recognized the 
introduction of 
professional 
Eastman Color 
motion-picture 
films in 1952. 


| 1948 | ® Kodak announced tri-acetate safety-base film for professional mot 
pictures. This introduction followed a long search for a suitable saf 
base to replace the flammable 35mm cellulose nitrate base used until this time throu; 
out the industry. In 1950, the company was awarded an “‘Oscar”’ by the Motion Pict: 
Academy of Arts and Sciences for developing this nonflammable safety-base professio 
motion-picture film. 

® Fully automatic processing of snapshots was made possible for the first time 
the Kodak Continuous Paper Processor. The machine produced 2,400 finished sn: 
shots an hour and was the first in a continuing line of automatic photofinishing equ 
ment produced by Kodak. 

© Tennessee Eastman introduced the Tenox brand of food antioxidants. An ea 
use was to preserve the crispness of potato chips. 


[1951 | ® The simplicity and economy of the Brownie line of photographic equ 
ment was extended to the movie field with introduction of the low-pric 
Brownie 8mm Movie Camera. The Brownie Movie Projector was added in 1952 and 1 


Brownie Turret Camera, with telephoto and wide-angle converters in addition to + 
standard lens, was introduced in 1955. 


[1952 | ® Kodak received an ‘“‘Oscar’’ for scientific and technical achievem 
from the Motion Picture Academy of Arts and Sciences in recognition 
the Eastman Color Negative and Color Print films introduced in 1952. The speed of | 
negative film was doubled in 1959. 

® Recordak Corporation introduced a microfilmer with the highest reduction ra 
ever achieved. It was the new Bantam microfilmer with a reduction ratio of 40 to 1 

® The Kodak Ektagraph Process was announced. It enabled silk screen printers 
reproduce delicate gradations of tone with stencils made by a photographic proce 
(Silk screen printing is a low-cost, flexible method of reproducing on signs, banners, bc 
covers, and similar items with a variety of surfaces.) 

® Chromspun, Tennessee Eastman’s solution-dyed acetate textile fiber, went in 
large-scale production. 

® Tennessee Eastman began to produce acetate tow for cigarette filters. 

© Texas Eastman Company, a new division of the Eastman Kodak Compa 
began operations. The original plant, located on a 2,400-acre site in Longview, Tex 
cost more than $20 million to build. Its first products were alcohols and aldehydes 
other divisions of the company and for the chemical trade. The division now empk 
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Gerninien 


The Retina Reflex Camera, 
first Kodak single-lens reflex camera. 


Ten million 

Brownie Star cameras 
were sold in 

about five years. 


Kodachrome slides were introduced, and methods of processing the films and pay 
were made available to independent photofinishing firms. 

@ The company announced availability of Kodak Ektacolor Paper for mak 
high-quality color prints directly from color negatives. In 1961, the company introdu 
an improved Kodak Ektacolor Professional Paper. 

® World employment reached 73,000. 

® An improved Panatomic-X black-and-white film with extremely fine grain | 
high definition was introduced. 


[| 1956 | ® Kodak Verichrome Pan Film, a panchromatic black-and-white fi 
was introduced to replace Kodak Verichrome Film, a favorite of 5 
tographers since 1931. 

® The time required to expose x-ray films was reduced appreciably as two Ko 
dental x-ray films were doubled in speed. The following year, a new medical x-ray | 
with increased speed (Kodak Royal Blue Medical X-Ray Film) was introduced. Furt 
increases in the speed of medical and dental x-ray films were made in 1961 and 15 

e Verel, a modacrylic fiber made at Tennessee Eastman, was added to the c 
pany’s textile-fiber line. Verel was used in rugs, draperies, and other household furn 
ings, as well as in pile linings for coats and in industrial fabrics. 

® The company formed the Apparatus and Optical Division, which includes 
Camera Works and the Hawk-Eye Works in Rochester, New York. The division | 
created to unify the company’s photographic apparatus and optical operations. Anot 
unit in this Rochester division is the Lincoln Plant, added in the 1950’s to handle 
search, development, and production work for special defense contracts. 


[1957 | ® The Brownie Star line of cameras was introduced. These were the | 

low-priced cameras designed specially to take color slides, as well as c 
and black-and-white snapshots. One model, the Brownie Starflash Camera, was the | 
Kodak camera with a built-in flash holder. The Star line eventually included se 
models and within five years, Kodak had sold more than ten million of the camera 


® Royal-X Pan sheet film and roll films were introduced. These black-and-w 
films were three times as fast as Royal Pan Film. 


[ 1952 | @ Kodak entered the photorecording field with Kodak Linagraph Di 
Print Paper, the first practical print-out paper for oscillography. ] 


manizing developers were also introduced to make the print-out traces permanent. 
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Astronaut John Glenn was 
pictured on Kodak film 
during space flight. 


e The number of Kodak share owners passed the 100,000 mark. By the end of 19¢ 
there were over 168,000 owners of Kodak stock. 


[ 1960 | ® Estar polyester film base was introduced to give improved dimensior 
stability to Kodalith graphic arts films, which are used for reproduction 
printing processes, and to several other Kodak films. The new base is made in a lar 
new plant at the Kodak Park Works in Rochester. 

® The Navy Ordnance Division in Rochester was discontinued. Military contra 
assigned to this division were incorporated into the Apparatus and Optical Division. 

® The Kodak Motormatic 35 Camera was the first Kodak still camera with 
spring-driven film-advance mechanism, allowing ten pictures to be taken in as little 
ten seconds. 

@ The Recordak Reliant 500 Microfilmer was introduced. It photographs up to 5 
checks or 185 letters in one minute. 

® Eastman Research A.G. was formed in Zurich, Switzerland, to do basic resear 
in chemistry and other areas related to work of the Tennessee Eastman and Te: 
Eastman divisions. 

® William S. Vaughn succeeded Dr. Chapman as president of Eastman Kod 
Company. Dr. Chapman became vice chairman of the Board of Directors. Vaughn, t 
company’s seventh president, joined Kodak in 1928. Prior to his election as president, 
was vice president and general manager of the company. 


[ 1961 | @ Kodachrome II Film, a significant improvement over the long-estz 
lished Kodachrome Film, was introduced. With exposure indexes of 
daylight and 40 indoor, Kodachrome II had 214 times as much speed. It also made ev 
sharper pictures, with improved color rendition and better detail in shadows. Like 
predecessor, the improved film could be processed both at Kodak laboratories and 
others. 

® Faserwerke Huels G.m.b.H., was jointly formed by Eastman Kodak Compa 
and Chemische Werke Huels A.G., with principal offices in West Germany, was forry 
to produce the polyester fiber known in the United States as Kodel and to sell it throug 
out Europe, Africa, and the Middle East. 

® The company introduced magnetic sound recording tape for professional u 
The following year, tape was added for use by hi-fi enthusiasts. 

® Kodak Australasia opened a major new photographic manufacturing plant 
Coburg, Australia, replacing outdated facilities at nearby Abbotsford. 
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William S. Vaughn, Kodak president, accepted the 
Export “E”’ Award from President Johnson for 
Kodak’s “‘success in export markets.”’ 


gttice, Hee Nae 


The futuristic Kodak Pavilion at the 
New York World’s Fair. 


e Three new color roll films were placed on the market—Kodachrome-X a1 
Ektachrome-X for slides, and Kodacolor-X for prints. Ektachrome-X and Kodacolor- 
had twice the speed of their predecessors and produced sharper pictures. Because 
their great speeds, all three films could be used with the same camera settings as t 
popular Kodak Verichrome Pan black-and-white film. 

e Recordak introduced its new Miracode microfilm system with a new concept 
automated search and retrieval. The heart of the system was a high speed retrieval st 
tion, at which an operator could locate any one of more than 900,000 pages of 1 
formation in less than 15 seconds. 

e Kodak Bimat Film was the heart of a new diffusion transfer system for processi 
certain black-and-white aerial films. The Bimat Film, pre-soaked in processing cher 
cals, was merely placed in contact with exposed negative film to produce, in about 
minutes, both a negative and a positive transparency. 


® The Kodak Pavilion at the 1964-1965 New York World’s Fair was o 
| 1964 | of the ten largest industrial buildings at the international expositio 
Numerous displays and demonstrations told of the wide range of company products a 
their diverse applications. A highlight of the pavilion was the ‘“Tower of Photography 
featuring the largest outdoor color prints ever exhibited. 

® President Lyndon B. Johnson presented the company with an export “1 
award at the White House for ‘“‘success in export markets.’’ A report submitted to t 
Department of Commerce indicated that Kodak’s exports increased 56 percent fro 
1957 to 1962. 

e The Kodak Rapid Color Processor, Model 11, was introduced. Its price (le 
than $200) and its compact size made it suitable for both amateur and professior 
darkroom use. The Model 11 required no warmup or setup time, and produced enlarg 
ments up to 11 by 14 inches in size in only 714 minutes. 

e The photographic marketing organization was rearranged by class of trade 
meet the needs of customers even more effectively. The marketing divisions are: Cc 
sumer markets; Professional, Commercial and Industrial markets; Motion Picture a 
Education markets; Radiography markets; Business Systems markets (including t 
business of Recordak Corporation); and International markets. 

e A new family of magnetic tapes was introduced for instrumentation recordit 
The tapes were designed to serve a wide range of electronic data-recording uses—fre 
the sophisticated requirements of missile tracking stations to the everyday needs 
medical laboratories. 
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Copernicus—known to astronomers as the “‘monarch 
of the moon’’—is 60 miles wide and two 

miles deep, with a 3,000-foot promontory in the 
middle. Lunar Orbiter II was 28.4 miles 

above the lunar surface when this picture was taken. 


e The 2620 Color Printer, utilizing an electronic memory to produce 2,000 to 3,0 
prints an hour, was introduced to the photofinishing industry. 

e “The photograph of the century,” a close-up of the crater Copernicus on t! 
moon, was made by Lunar Orbiter II, using a dual-lens camera, film, processor a 
readout device supplied by Kodak. A NASA program to collect data for moon landing 
the several Lunar Orbiter flights produced many spectacular pictures using the Kod: 
photographic subsystem. 

e Combined sales of all Kodak units around the world surpassed $2 billion. 

e Employment throughout the world passed 100,000. 


| 1967 | e After nearly fifty years with the company, Dr. Albert K. Chapm: 
1267 announced his retirement. His successor as chairman of the board w 
William S. Vaughn. Dr. Louis K. Eilers became the new president and chairman of t. 
executive committee. 

e A featured part of the Kodak exhibit at EXPO 67 in Montreal was the projecti 
of color slides on a curtain of water. 

e Relocation of the Camera Works plant was begun on the 600-acre site six mil 
west of downtown Rochester in the town of Gates. Removal of the apparatus assemk 
operations from the State Street complex allowed much-needed expansion of the cot 
pany’s administrative headquarters. 


PR67058 PRINTED IN 


